
Civil Case in UAE: A Complete Guide
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has a well-structured legal system that covers both civil and 

criminal matters. A civil case in uae involves disputes between individuals, companies, or 

organizations regarding rights, obligations, or damages. Unlike criminal cases, civil cases 

usually deal with private disputes such as contracts, property ownership, commercial 

transactions, family matters, or compensation claims.

Understanding how civil cases work in the UAE is essential for residents, businesses, and 

expatriates. This guide explains the process, types, laws, and outcomes of civil litigation in the 

UAE.

What is a Civil Case in the UAE?

A civil case is a legal dispute where one party files a claim against another to resolve conflicts 

related to personal, financial, or contractual issues. The main purpose is to seek 

compensation, enforce a right, or prevent harm rather than punish a crime.

Legal Framework for Civil Cases in the UAE

The UAE civil justice system is governed by:

Federal Law No. 11 of 1992 – Civil Procedures Law
Federal Decree-Law No. 42 of 2022 – Civil Procedure Code (amendments)
UAE Civil Transactions Law (1985) – governing contracts and obligations
Local court rules in each emirate

Civil disputes are handled by the federal courts or the local courts (such as Dubai Courts or 

Abu Dhabi Judicial Department).

Types of Civil Cases in the UAE

Civil cases in the UAE cover a wide range of disputes, including:

1. Contract Disputes

Breach of agreement
Non-payment of dues
Delivery of defective goods or services

2. Property and Real Estate Disputes

Ownership conflicts
Rental disagreements
Off-plan property disputes
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3. Commercial Disputes

Partnership issues
Business contract breaches
Trade disagreements

4. Family and Personal Disputes

Divorce settlements
Inheritance disputes
Guardianship and custody matters

5. Compensation Claims

Personal injury compensation
Workplace disputes
Insurance claims

Steps in Filing a Civil Case in the UAE

Step 1: Attempt Amicable Settlement

Most civil disputes first go through reconciliation centers or mediation. Courts encourage 

settlement before litigation.

Step 2: Filing the Case

The claimant submits a statement of claim to the competent court.
Supporting documents, contracts, and evidence must be attached.
Court fees are paid depending on the value of the case.

Step 3: Court Proceedings

The court notifies the defendant.
Hearings are scheduled for both parties to present arguments.
Evidence such as contracts, invoices, or expert reports may be submitted.

Step 4: Judgment

The court issues a ruling based on UAE civil law.
Either party may appeal the judgment to a higher court.

Step 5: Execution of Judgment

If no appeal is filed, the ruling is enforceable.
The winning party may enforce collection, property transfer, or compensation.

Civil Case Duration in the UAE



The duration depends on the complexity of the case:

Simple disputes – 3 to 6 months
Complex commercial or property cases – 6 months to 2 years
Appeals may extend the process further

Costs Involved in Civil Cases

The costs vary depending on the type and value of the claim. They may include:

Court fees – usually a percentage of the claim value
Lawyer’s fees – depending on the complexity
Translation and documentation fees

Role of Lawyers in Civil Cases

Hiring a civil lawyer in the UAE is crucial, especially for expatriates unfamiliar with local laws. 

Lawyers assist with:

Drafting claims and responses
Gathering and presenting evidence
Representing clients in hearings
Filing appeals if necessary

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)

Before going to court, parties are encouraged to resolve disputes through:

Mediation
Arbitration
Reconciliation centers

This process is usually faster and less expensive than a full civil trial.

Challenges in Civil Litigation

Language barriers (Arabic is the official court language)
High legal costs for complex disputes
Time-consuming appeals
Enforceability of judgments across different emirates or internationally

Conclusion

Civil cases in the UAE play a vital role in resolving disputes fairly and legally. Whether it is a 

business contract issue, a property conflict, or a family matter, the UAE civil justice system 

provides structured legal pathways for individuals and businesses.



Understanding the process—from filing a claim to execution of judgment—helps parties 

protect their rights effectively. While litigation may take time and resources, it ensures that 

justice is served under the UAE’s robust legal framework. For smoother outcomes, seeking 

professional legal advice and considering amicable settlements before litigation is always 

recommended.


